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Changes Underway at WUMH:

We want to let you know that WUMH has a new Project Coordinator! Jamie Peterson
will take over these duties. Jamie will write more about herself in the future but to
say a little about her, she is on staff at the Wisconsin Women'’s Health Foundation
working on the First Breath Program. Marilyn Duguid will continue to be involved in
some of the WUMH administration. Theresa Grove, the current WUMH webmaster,
will soon take over production of the WUMH Monthly Update. Watch for this to be e-
mailed from the WUMH web site when we get the process all formatted.

2010 Quarterly WUMH Meetings: Please mark your calendars.
Friday mornings: March 12, June 11, September 10, and December 10.
Action Alert: Full Senate to Vote on Wisconsin Parity Act (SB-362) in January:

The Wisconsin Senate is preparing to vote on the Wisconsin Mental Health and
Substance Abuse Parity Act (SB-362), possibly as early as Tuesday, Jan. 19.

The Wisconsin Parity Act is an important bill that will require most group health plans
in Wisconsin to provide mental health and substance abuse disorder benefits at parity
levels. This new law will increase treatment for hundreds of thousands of people in
Wisconsin, saving lives and lowering costs. For more information on the legislation,
visit www.ParityForWisconsin.org.

The Wisconsin Parity Act has passed both the Assembly Committee on Health and
Health Care Reform (Dec. 17, by an 8-5 vote along party lines) and the Senate
Committee on Health, Health Insurance, Privacy, Property Tax Relief, and Revenue
(Dec. 22, by a 5-2 vote with bipartisan support). This is the first time that a parity bill
has passed through committees in both houses of the Wisconsin Legislature.

Action Requested

Please call or email your State Senator today and share these educational talking
points regarding the Wisconsin Parity Act. If you don’t know who your State Senator
is, visit www.leqgis.wisconsin.gov/w3asp/waml/waml.aspx



http://www.parityforwisconsin.org/
http://www.legis.wisconsin.gov/w3asp/waml/waml.aspx

Talking Points:

The Wisconsin Parity Act will provide equitable mental health and substance
abuse treatment benefits for many of the 700,000 Wisconsin residents left
uncovered by the federal Paul Wellstone and Pete Domenici Mental Health Parity and
Addiction Equity Act of 2008 (P.L. 110-343).

Research has repeatedly confirmed the efficacy and cost-effectiveness of
treatment for persons with mental illnesses and substance use disorders.

The Wisconsin Parity Act will NOT lead to a substantial increase in premium
costs. A March 4, 2008 study by the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) of the law
that became the Wellstone-Domenici Act—the most recent, authoritative,
independent, expert analysis of parity’s economic impact on private-sector
employers—found that parity would increase costs by less than one half of one
percent of premium.

The Wisconsin Parity Act recognizes the concerns of small business. Using
language consistent with federal guidelines as outlined in the federal Wellstone-
Domenici Act, new amendments to the Wisconsin Parity Act will allow employers with
fewer than 10 employees to opt out of the parity provision. The amendments also
permit larger employers who can show that parity has increased their insurance costs
by two percent, and then one percent in later plan years, to opt out as well.

Wisconsin’s small businesses cannot afford the costs of untreated mental
illness and-substance abuse. For a minimal investment, parity will save billions of
dollars in reduced sick days, increased worker productivity and decreased health care
costs.

Wisconsin Senate Members

Each of the following five Senators voted “yes” on Dec. 22 as members of the Senate
Committee on Health, Health Insurance, Privacy, Property Tax Relief, and Revenue. If
you contact them, please thank them for their vote and ask for their continued
support of this important legislation.

e Sen. Jon Erpenbach, Chair (D-Waunakee), Sen.Erpenbach@Ilegis.wisconsin.gov; (608)
266-6670

e Sen. Tim Carpenter, Vice-Chair (D-Milwaukee), Sen.Carpenter@legis.wisconsin.gov;
(608) 266-8535

e Sen. Alberta Darling (R-River Hills), Sen.Darling@Iegis.wisconsin.gov; (608) 266-5830

e Sen. Julie Lassa (D-Stevens Point), Sen.Lassa@legis.wisconsin.gov; (608) 266-3123

e Sen. Judith Robson (D-Beloit), Sen.Robson@legis.wisconsin.gov; (608) 266-2253

The full Senate is:

e Sen. Spencer Coggs (D-Milwaukee), Sen.Coggs@legis.wisconsin.gov; (608) 266-2500
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Sen. Robert Cowles (R-Green Bay), Sen.Cowles@legis.wisconsin.gov; (608) 266-0484

Sen. Russell Decker (D-Schofield), Sen.Decker@legis.wisconsin.gov; (608) 266-2502

Sen. Michael Ellis (R-Neenah), Sen.Ellis@leqgis.wisconsin.gov; (608) 266-0718

Sen. Scott Fitzgerald (R-Juneau), Sen.Fitzgerald@legis.wisconsin.gov; (608) 266-5660

Sen. Glenn Grothman (R-West Bend), Sen.Grothman@Ileqgis.wisconsin.gov; (608) 266-

7513

¢ Sen. Dave Hansen (D-Green Bay), Sen.Hansen@Ilegis.wisconsin.gov; (608) 266-5670.
Sen. Hansen is a co-sponsor of the bill. If you contact him, please thank him for his
leadership on this important issue.

e Sen. Sheila Harsdorf (R-River Falls), Sen.Harsdorf@legis.wisconsin.gov; (608) 266-

7745

Sen. Jim Holperin (D-Conover), Sen.Holperin@legis.wisconsin.gov; (608) 266-2509

Sen. Randy Hopper (R-Fond du Lac), Sen.Hopper@Ilegis.wisconsin.gov; (608) 266-5300

Sen. Robert Jauch (D-Poplar), Sen.Jauch@Ilegis.wisconsin.gov; (608) 266-3510

Sen. Ted Kanavas (R-Brookfield), Sen.Kanavas@legis.wisconsin.gov; (608) 266-9174

Sen. Dan Kapanke (R-LaCrosse), Sen.Kapanke@Iegis.wisconsin.gov; (608) 266-5490

Sen. Neal Kedzie (R-Elkhorn), Sen.Kedzie@leqis.wisconsin.gov; (608) 266-2635

Sen. Pat Kreitlow (D-Chippewa Falls), Sen.Kreitlow@Ilegis.wisconsin.gov; (608) 266-

7511

Sen. Alan Lasee (R-De Pere), Sen.Lasee@leqis.wisconsin.gov; (608) 266-3512

Sen. Mary Lazich (R-New Berlin), Sen.Lazich@Ilegis.wisconsin.gov; (608) 266-5400

Sen. John Lehman (D-Racine), Sen.Lehman@Iegis.wisconsin.gov; (608) 266-1832

Sen. Joe Leibham (R-Sheboygan), Sen.Leibham@Ilegis.wisconsin.gov; (608) 266-2056

Sen. Mark Miller (D-Monona), Sen.Miller@leqgis.wisconsin.gov; (608) 266-9170

Sen. Luther Olsen (R-Ripon), Sen.Olsen@legis.wisconsin.gov; (608) 266-0751

Sen. Jeffrey Plale (D-South Milwaukee), Sen.Plale@leqgis.wisconsin.gov; (608) 266-

7505

Sen. Fred Risser (D-Madison), Sen.Risser@legis.wisconsin.gov; (608) 266-1627

Sen. Dale Schultz (R-Richland Center), Sen.Schultz@legis.wisconsin.gov; (608) 266-

0703

Sen. Jim Sullivan (D-Wauwatosa), Sen.Sullivan@legis.wisconsin.gov; (608) 266-2512

Sen. Lena Taylor (D-Milwaukee), Sen.Taylor@legis.wisconsin.gov; (608) 266-5810

Sen. Kathleen Vinehout (D-Alma), Sen.Vinehout@leqgis.wisconsin.gov; (608) 266-8546

Sen. Robert Wirch (D-Pleasant Prairie), Sen.Wirch@Iegis.wisconsin.gov; (608) 267-

8979

Sarah Bowen,Executive Director
Wisconsin Psychological Association
Phone 608-251-1450

Email wispsych@execpc.com
Website www.wipsychology.org

Past issues of the WUMH Monthly Update are stored on our Web site www.wimentalhealth.org. Please
send event information and any other information to webmaster@wimentalhealth.org. Thank you!

WUMH Purpose: A coalition to implement the Healthiest Wisconsin 2010 objective to eliminate
the stigma associated with mental illnesses. Mental illnesses are real, common and treatable.

DISCLAIMER: The WUMH Listserv is intended to share in formation about mental health, stigma, and
recovery. This information does not necessarily express the views of WUMH or the Wisconsin Women'’s
Health Foundation. If you wish to be deleted from this list, please reply with “Unsubscribe” in the subject
or text. Thank You.
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